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of the South had been
to embrace the coast

of North Carolina, so that the
few troops serving there, under the com-

mand of Gen. Innis N. Palmer, atXew-ber- n,

became subject to my command.
Gen. A. H. Terry held Fort Fisher, and
a rumor came that he had take the
Hty of Wilmington ; but this was pre-

mature. He had about eight thousand
men. Gen. Schofield was also known
to be en route from Nashville for North
Carolina, with the entire Twenty-thir- d

Corps, so that I had every reason to be
satisfied that I would receive additional
strength as we progressed northward,
,:ind before I shoilld need it

Gen. W. J. Hardee commanded the
Confederate forces in Charleston, with
:he Salkiehalchie River as his line of
lefense. It was also known that Gen.
Beauregard had come from the direction
of Tennessee, and had assumed the gen-2r- al

command of all the troops designed
to resist our progress.

The heavy Winter rains had begun
early in January, rendered the roadB
execrable, and the Savannah River be-

came so swollen that it filled its many
channels, overflowing the vast extent of
ricefields that lay on the east bank.
This flood delaj'ed our departure two
weeks, for it swept away our pontoon
bridge at Savannah, and came near
drowning John E. Smith's Division, of
the Fifteenth Corps, with several heavy
trains of wagons that were en route from
Savannah to Pocotaligo by the old cause-
way.

Gen. Slocum had already ferried two
of his divisions across the river, when
Sister's Ferry, about forty miles above
Savannah, was selected for the passage
of the rest of his wing and of Kil-patric-

k's

cavalry. The troops were in
motion for that point before I quitted
Savannah, and CapL S. B.Luce, United
States Xavy, had reported to me with
& gunboat (the Pontiac) and a couple
of transports, which I requested him to
use in protecting Sister's Ferry during
the passage of Slocura's wing, and to
facilitate the passage of the troops all he
could.

SHERMAN GOES TO POCOTALIGO.

The utmost activity prevailed at all
points, but it was manifest we could not
get oft' much --before the 1st dajT of Feb-
ruary, so I determined to go in person
to Pocotaligo, and there act as though
we were bound for Charleston. On the
24th of January I started from Beau-
fort., with a part of my staff, leaving the
rest to follow at leisure, rode across the
island to a pontoon bridge that spanned
the channel between it and the main-
land, and thence rode by Garden's
Corners to a plantation not far from
Pocotaligo, occupied by Gen. Blair.
There we found a house, with a majestic
avenue of liveoaks, whose limbs had
been cut away by the troops for fire-

wood, and desolation marked one of
those splendid South Carolina estates
where the proprietors formerly had dis-

pensed a hospitalitT that distinguished
the old regime of that proud State.

I Elept on the floor of the house, but
the night was so bitter cold that I got
up by the fire several times, and when
it burned low I rekindled it with an old
mantel-cloc- k and the wreck of a bed-
stead which stood in the corner of the
room the only act of vandalism that I
recall done by myself personally during
the war.

The next morning I rode to Poco-
taligo, and thence reconnoitered our
entire line down to Coosawhatchie. Po-

cotaligo Fort was on low, alluvial
ground, and near it began the sandy
piuelaud which connected with the firm
ground extending inland, constituting
the chief reason for its capture at the
very first stage of the campaign. Hatch's
Division was ordered to that point from
Coosawhatchie, and the whole of How-
ard's right wing was brought near by,
ready to start by the 1st of February.
I also reconnoitered the point of theSal-kiehatch- ie

River where the Charleston
Railroad crossed it, found the bridge
protected by a rebel battery on the
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farther side, and could see a few men
about it ; but the stream itself was ab-

solutely impassable, for the whole bot-
tom was oveYflowed by its swollen
waters to the breadth of a full mile.

Nevertheless, Force's and Movers
Divisions, of the Seventeenth Corps, were
kept active, seemingly with the intention
to cross over in the direction of Charles-
ton, and thus to keep up the delusion
that that city was our immediate " ob-

jective." Meantime, I had reports
from Gen. Slocum of the terrible
difficulties he had encountered about
Sister's Ferry, where the Savannah
River was reported nearly three miles
wide, and it seemed for a time almost
impossible for him- - to span it at all with
his frail pontoons. About this time
(Jan. 25th) the weather cleared away
bright and cold, and I inferred that the
river would soon run downj and enable
Slocum to pass the river before Feb. 1st
One of the divisions of the Fifteenth
Corps (Corse's) had also been cut off by
the loss of the pontoon bridge at Savan-
nah, so that Gen. Slocum had with him

I not only his own two corps, but Corse's
Division and Kilpatrick s cavalry, with-
out which it was not prudent for me to
inaugurate the campaign. We there-
fore rested quietly about Pocotaligo, col-

lecting stores and making final prepara-
tions, until the 1st of February, when I
learned that the cavalry and two divis-
ions of the Twentieth Corp3 were fairly
across the river, and then cave the neces-sar-y

orders for the march northward.

603IE I.MPOIITAJJT COniiESPOKDENCB.

Before closing this chapter, I will add
a few original letters that bear directly
on the subject, and tend to illustrate it:
Headq'us AitMrr.8 of the Ukitkd Statks, 1

Washington, D. a, Jan. 21, !So5. J

Mrj.-Gc- u. W. T. Shkkman, comraandiug Mili-
tary Division of the Miwiissippi.
Gk.nkkal: Your IcttcrB brought by Geu Bar-

nard were received at City Point, and read
with interost. Not having them with me,
however, I cannot Bay that in this I will be
able to satisfy you on all point? of recommenda-
tion. As 1 arrived here at 1 p. m., and must
leave at 0 p. m., liavinR in the meantime spent
over three hours with the Secretary and Gen.
Halleck, I must bo brief. Before your last re-
quest to have Thomas make a campaign into
the heart of Alabama, I had ordered Schofield
to Annapolis, Md., with his corps. The ad-
vance (G.000) will reach tho seaboard by the
23d. tho remainder following as rapidly as rail,
rond transportation can be procured from Cin-
cinnati, The corps numbers over 21,000 men.

Thomas in still left with a sufficient force,
surplus to go toSelma underfill energetic leader.
Ho has been telegraphed to, to know whether ha
could go, and, if so, by which o' n'vnn! unites
he would select. No oly s yet lecuived.
Can by has been ordered to act offensively irom
the seaconst to tho interior, toward Montgom-
ery aud Selma. Thomas's forces will move
from the North at an oarly day, or some of his
troops will bo sent to Canby. Without further
reinforcement Canby will have a moving col-
umn of 20,000 men.

Fort Fisher, you urs awaro, has been cap-
tured. Wo have a foree there of 8,000 effect-
ive. At Newborn about half the number. It
is rumored, through deserters, that Wiluiiug-to- u

also has fallen. 1 am inclined to believe
the rumor, bocauso on the 17th we knew the
enemy were blowing up their works about
Foit Caswell, and tbc on tho 18tii Terry
moved on Wilmington.

If Wilmington ia captured, Schofield will go
tbero. If not, ho will ba sent to Newborn.
In either evani, all (ho lurplua forces at tho

-- .

A PIOKETr OUTPOST.
(From the Brady Collection of Photographs In th6 War Department. Showing1 Photographer's Outfit.)

two points will move to the interior, toward
Goldaboro', in with your move-
ments. From either point, railroad communi-
cations can be run out, there being horo abun-
dance of rolling-stoc- k suited to tho gage of
those roads.

There have been about 16,000 men sent from
Lee's array south. Of these you will have
14.000 against you, if Wilmington is not held
by the enemy, casualties at Fort Fisher having
overtaken about 2,000.

All other troops are subject to your orders as
you como in communication with thorn. They
will be so instructed. From about Richmond
I will watch Loo closely, and if ho detaches
many men, or attempts to evacuate, will pitch
in. In the meantime, should you bo brought
to a halt anywhere, I can send two corp3 of 30,-00- 0

effective men to your support, from tho
troops about Richmond.

To resume: Canby is ordered to operate to
the interior from the Gulf. A. J. Smith may
go from tho north, but I think it doubtful. A
force of twenty-eigh- t or thirty thousand will
cooperate with you from Newborn or Wil-
mington, or both. You can call for reinforce-
ments.

This will bo handed you by Capt. Hudson, of
my staff, who will return with any message
you may have for me. If thoro is anything I
can do for you in tho way of having supplies
on shipboard, at any point on tho soacoast,
ready for you, let mo know it.

Youre truly,
U. S. Grant, Licutenant-Geuora- l.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION
the Mississippi, in the Field, Po3COTALIGO, SOUTU CAROLINA, Jails 29..

Lieut.-Ge- n. U. 8. Grant, City Point, Va.
Dear General:. Capt. Hudson has this

moment arrived with your letter of Jan. 21st,
which 1 have read with interest.

The capturo of Fort Fisher ha3. a most im-
portant bearing on my campaign, and I rejoice
iu it for many reasons, because of its intrinsic
importance, and becauso it gives me another
point of security on tho seaboard. I hopo
Gen. Terry will follow it up by tho capturo of
Wilmington, although I do not look for it,
from Admiral Porter's dispatch tome. I re-
joice that Terry was not a West-Pointe- r, that
he belonged to your army, aud that he had tho
same troops with which Butler feared to make
tho attempt.

Admiral Dahlgrerv, whose fleet is reinforced
by some more ironclads, wants to mako an as-

sault a la Fisher on Fort Moultrie, but I with-
hold my consent, for the reason that tho cap-
ture of all Sullivan's Island is not conclusive
as to Charleston ; the capture of James Island
would be, but all pronounce that impossible at
this time. Therefore, I am moving (as hitherto
desiKued) for the railroad west of Brauchville,
then will swing across to Orangeburg, which
will Interpose my army between Charleston
aud the interior. Contemporaneous with this,
Foster will dcraouBtrato up tho Edisto, and
afterward make a lodgment at Bull's Bay, and
occupy 'he common road which loads from
Mount Pleasant toward Georgetown. When I
get to Columbia, I think I shall move straight
for Goldaboro', via Fayotteville. By this cir-cu- it

I cut all roads, and devastate the laud;
and tho forces along tho coast, commanded by
Foster, will follow my movement, taking any-
thing the enemy lots go, or so occupy his at-
tention that he cauuot detach all his forces
against me. I feel sure of getting Wilmington,
and may be Charleston, and being at Golds-boro- ',

with its railroads finished back to More-hea- d

City and Wilmington, I can easily tako
Iialeigh, when it Booms that Lee must come
out. If Schofield comes to Beaufort, he ahould
be pushed out to Kinston, on tho Neuse, aud
maybe Goldsboro' (or, rather, a point on tho
Wilmington road south of Goldaboro'). It is
not necessary to storm Goldsboro', because it is
in a distant region, of no importance in itself,
andif its garrison is forced to draw supplies
from its nortb.it will bo eating up the same
tores on which Lee depends for his command.
I have no doubt Hood will bring his army to

Augusta. Canby and Thomas should ponetrato
Alabana as far as possible, to keep employed
at least a part of Hood's army; or, what would
accomplish the same thing, Thomas might

tho railroad from Chattanooga forward
to the Etowah, via, Rome, Kinston, and
Allatoona, theroby threatening Georgia. I
know that the Goorgia troops are disaffected.
At Savannah I met delegates from several
Countiec of the southwest, who manifested a
decidedly hostile spirit to tho Confodeiate

cause. I nursed tho fueling as far aa possible,
and instructed Grover (jp keep.it up.

My left wing must ixjw bo at Sister's Ferry,
crossing the Savannah River to the oast bank.
Slocum has orders to jbo at Robertsville to-

morrow, prepared to! move on Barnwell.
Howard is bore, all ready to start for the Au-
gusta Railroad at Midway.

We find tho enemy o)i the east side of tho
Salkiohatchio, and cavalry in our front; but
all givo ground on our approach, and seem to
bo merely watching us.' If wo start on Tues-
day, in one week we shall be near Orangeburg,
having broken tip' tho Aujgusta Road from the
Edisto westward 20 or 2f mile3. I will bo sure
that ovory rail is twisted. Should wo en-

counter' too much opposition near Orangeburg,
then will for a tinio' neglect that branch, and
rapidly movo on Columbia, and fill up tho
triangle formod by the Cougarce and Wateree
(tributaries of the San tee), breaking up that
great center of the Carolina roads. Up to that
point I feel full confidence, bnt from thoro may
have to mauuver some4, aud will bo guided
by the questions of weather and supplies.

You rotnembor we had fine weather last
February for our Meridian trip, and my
memory of the weather' at Charleston is that
February is usually a fine month. Before the
March storms come wa should bo within strik-
ing distanco of the coast. The months of April
and May will bo tho, best for operations from
Goldsboro' to Raleigh and the Roanoke. You
may rest assured that I will keep my troops well
in hand, and if I g6t worsted, will aim to mako
the enemy pay so dearly that you will have
less to do. I know that this trip is necessary ;

it must bo made sooner or later; I am on timo,
and in tho right position for it. My army is
largo enough for the purpose, and I ask no.re-inforcome-

but simply wish the utmost
activity to bo kept up. at all other points, so
that concentration against mo may not be uni-
versal.

I expect that Jeff Davis will movo heaven
and earth to catch mo, for succors to this col-
umn is fatal to his dream of empire. Richmond
is not more vital to his cause tljan Columbia
and the heart of South Carolina.

If Thomas will not move on Selma, order him
to occupy Rome, Kingston, and Allatoona, and
acain threaten Georgia iu tho direction of
Athens.

I think tho "poor white trash " of tho South
are falling out of their ranks by sickness, de-
sertion, and e,very, available moans; but there
is a large class of .vindictive Southerners who
will fight to the last. The squabbles in Rich-
mond, the howls in Charleston, and the dis-
integration elsewheroHfe all good omeiiB for
us; wo must not relax one iota, but, on tho
contrary, pile up our efforts. I would, ore
this, have been off, but we had terrific rains,
which caught us in motion, and noarly drowned
sotno of tho troops in the ricefields of the Sa van-na- n,

iwopt away our causeway (which had been
carefully corduroyed), and made the swamps
hereabouts mere lakes of slimy mud. Tho
weather is now good, and I have tho army on
terra firma. Supplies, too, carao for a long time
by daily driblets instead of in bulk ; this is now
all remedied, and I hope to start on Tuesday.

I will issue instructions to Gen. Foster, based
on the reinforceraontaof North Carolina; but
if Schofield come, yon had better relieve Foster,
who cannot tako the field, and needs an opera-
tion on bis leg. Let Schofield take command,
with bis Headquarters t Beaufort, N. C, and
with orders to secure-.Goldsbor- o (with its rail-
road communication back to Beaufort and Wil-
mington). If Leo lets us got that position, ho
is gone up,

I will start with my Atlanta army (GO.00'0),
supplied as before, depending on tho country
for all food in excess of 30 days. I will have lcs3
cattle on tho hoof, but hear of hogs, cows, aud
calves in Barnwollaudtthe Columbia districts.
Even here we bavo fpund somo forage. Of
course, tho enemy willf carry off aud destroy
some forage, Eutf willMmrn. the houses where
tho people Tjuru 'their forage, aud they will got
tired of it., . ;

I must risk. Hood, and' trust to you to hold
Lee or be on his heels ff" he comes south. I
observe that the onomy has some respect for
my name, for they gave up Pocotaligo without
a fight when 'they heard that-t- he attacking
force belonged to my army. I will try and
keep up that feeling, which is a real power.

With respect; your friend,
W. T. Sherman, Major-Geuera- l, commanding.

P. 8. I leave my Chief Qaartermastor and
Commissary behind to follow coaitwiso.

' W. T. S,

Dispatch No. 6.

FxiA.0 Steamer Philadelphia, 7

Savannah River, Jan. 4, 1865. j
Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of tho Navy.

Sir: I have already apprised thr Depart-
ment thatfflie army of Gen. Sherman occupied
the city of Savannah on the 21st of December.

Tho rebel army, hardly respectable in num-
bers or condition, escaped by crossing tbe river
and taking tho Union causeway toward tbe
railroad.

have walked about the city several timet,
and can affirm that its tranquility is undis-
turbed. The Union soldiers who are stationed
within its limits are as orderly as if tbey were
in Now York or Boston. One effect
of tho march of Gen. Sherman through Georgia
has been to satisfy the people that their credu-
lity has been imposed upon by the lying asser-
tions of the rebel Government, affirming the
inability of tho United States Government to
withstaud tho armies of rebeldom. They have
seen tho old Hag of the United States carried
by its victorious legions through thoir State,
almost unopposed, and placed in their princi-
pal city without a blow.

Since tho occupation of tho city Gen. Sher-
man has been occupied in making arrangements
for its security after he leaves it for the march
that ho meditates. My attention has been di-

rected to such measures of as tho
ntimbor aud quality of my forco permit.

On the 2d I arrived here from Charleston.
I whither, as

.

I statod iu
-

my dispatch of the 29th
,

of December, I had gono in consequence of in-

formation from the senior officer there that the
rebels contemplated issuing from the harbor,
and his request for my presence. Having
placed a forco there of seven monitors, suff-
icient to meet such an emergency, and not per-
ceiving any sign of the expected raid, I re-
turned to Savannah, to keep in communication
with Gon. Sherman and bo ready to render any
assistance that might be desired. Gen. Shor-ma- n

has fully informed me of bis plans, and,
so far as my moans permit, they shall not lack
assistance by water.""

On the 3d the transfer of the right wing to
Beaufort was begun, and tho only suitable
vessel I had at hand (the Harvest Moon) was
sent to Thunderbolt to receive, .the first em-
barkation. This took place about 3 p. m., aud
was witnessed by Gen. Sherman aud Gen. Barn-
ard (United States Engiueera) aud myself. Tho
Pontiac is ordered around to assist, and the
army transports also followed tho first move by
tho Harvest Moon.

I could not help remarking tho nnbroken
silence that prevailed in tho large array of
troops; not a voice was to be heard, as they
gathered iu masses on the bluff to look at the
vessels. The notes of a solitary bugle alone
came from their midst.

Gen. Barnard made a brief visit to one of the
rebel works (Causten's Bluff) that dominated
this watercourse the best approach of the kind
to Savannah.

I am collecting data that will fully exhibit
to tho Department tbe powerful character of
the defenses of the city and its approaches.
Gen. Sherman will not retain tho extended
limits they embrace, but will contract the line
very much.

Gen. Foster still holds tho position near the
Tullifinny. With his concurrence I have de-
tached the fleet brigade, and tho men belong-
ing to it have returned to their vessels. The
excellent sorvico performed by this detach-
ment has fully realised my wishes, and 'ex-
emplified the efficiency of the organization
infantry and light artillery handled as skir-
mishers. The howitzors were always landed
as quickly as tho men, and were brought into
accion before tho light pieces of tho land-servic- e

eould be got ashoro.
I regret vory much that tho reduced comple-

ments of the vessels prevent me from maintain-
ing the force in constant organization. With
300 more marines and 500 seamen I could fre-
quently operate to great ad van tago, at tho pres-
ent time, when tho attention of the robeli is so
engrossed by Gon. Sherman.

It is said that they have a force at Hardee-vill-o,

the pickets of which were retained, on the
Union causeway until a few days since, when
somo of our troops crossed the river and pushed
them back. Concurrently with this, I caused
the Sonoma to anchor to as to sweep the ground
in the direction of the causeway.

Tho transfer of the right wing (30,000 men)
to Beaufort will so imperil the rebel forco at
Hardeeville that it will bo cat off or dispersed,
if not moved in season.

Meanwhile I will aeud the Dai-Chio- g to St,

Helena, to meet any want that may arise in
that quarter, while the Mingo and Poutiac will
be roady to act from Broad River.

Tbe general route of tbe army will be north-
ward'; but the exact direction mu3t bo decided
more or less by circumstances which it may
not be possible to foresee.

My will be confined to assistance
in attacking Charleston, or in establishing
communication at Georgetown, in case the
army pushes on without attacking Charleston,
and time alone will show which of these will
eventuate.

The weather of the Winter first, and the con-
dition of the ground in Spring, wonld permit
littloadvautago to bo derived from the presence
of the army at Ricbmoud until the middle of
May. So that Gen. Sherman has no reason to
move iu haste, but can choose such objects as
he prefers, and take as much timo as their at-
tainment may demand. The Department will
learn the objects in view of Gen. Sherman
more precisely from a letter addressed by him
to Gen. Halleck, which he read to me a few
days since. .

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
your obedient servant,

J. A. Dahlgren,
Rear-Admir- al, commanding South Atlantic

Blockading Squadron.

"Headquarters Military Division of")
the Mississippi, in the Field, Poco- -
taliqo, S. C, Jan. 29, 1865. J

Maj.-Go- n. J. G. Foster, commanding Depart-
ment of the South.
General: I have just received dispatches

from Gon. Grant, stating that Scboficld'a Corps
(the Twenty-third- ), 21,000 strong, is ordered
east from Tennessee, and will be sent to Beau-
fort, N. C. That is well ; I want that forco to
secure a point on the railroad about Golds-
boro', and then to build the railroad out to-th-

point.
If Goldsboro' be too strong to carry by a

rapid movement, then a point near the Neuse,
south of Goldaboro', will answer, but the bridge
aud position about Kiuston should bo held
and fortified strong. The movement should be
masked by the troops already at Newborn.
Please notify Gen. Palmer that these troops
are coming, and' to be prepared to receive them.

Maj.-Ge- n. Schofield will command in person,
and is admirably adapted for the work. If it
be possible, I want him to secure Goldsboro',
with the railroad back to Morehead City and
Wilmington.

Aa soon as Gen. Schofield reaches Fort Ma
con, have him to meet some one of your staff,
to explain in full the details of the situation of
affairs with me; and you can give him the chief
command of all troops at Cape Fear and in
North Carolina. If he finds tbe enemy has
all turned south against me, he need not follow,
bnt turn his atteutiou against Raleigh; if he
can secure Goldsboro' and Wilmington, it will
be aa much as I expect before I have passed
tbe Santee. Send him all detachments of men
that havo come to joiu my army. They can
be so organized aud officered as to bo efficient,
for they are nearly all old soldiers who havo
been detached or on furlough. Until I pass
the Santee yon can bettor use these detach
ments at Bull's Bay, Georgetown, etc.

I will instruct Gen. McCallnm, of the Rail-
road Department, to take bis men up to Beau-
fort, N. C, and employ them on tho road out.
I do not know that he can nse them on any road
here. I did instruct him, while awaiting in-
formation from North Carolina, to have them
build a good trestle bridge across Port Royal
Ferry; but I now suppose tho pontoon bridge
will do. If you move tho pontoous, bo sure to
make a good road out to Garden's Corners, and'
mark it with sign-boar- obstructing tbe old
jxad, so that, should I send back any detach-
ments they would not bo misled.

I prefer that Hatch's force should not be
materially weakened until lam near Columbia,
when yon may be governed by tho situation of
affairs about Charleston. If yoa can break
the railroad between this and Charleston, then
this force could bo reduced.

1 am, with respect, etc.,
W. T, Shkuman, Major-Gouer- al commanding.

Headq'rs Military Division or the)
Mississippi, in this Field, Savannah,
Ga., Jan. 19, 18G5. J

Hon. Edwin M. Stantok, Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C.

Sib: When yon left Savannah, a few days ago
ypu forgot the map which Gen. Geary had pro- -

(Ooutlnaed oa leeoad page.)
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A tory of Rebel lililitary

Prisons.

(COPYRIOUT.)

STKOFSIS OF PKKCEDING CHAFTEK3.
The wonderful country about Cumberland

Gap, and tho strategic importance of thai
place. The great need ot food and forage ttt
tho garrison send a battalion of cavalry O

Powell'3 Valley to clear it out and secure ita
supplies. A rebel command starts down the
valley to drive the Union troopers out. The
two forces meet on top of a hill, and n prompt
charge give3 tbe day to tho Union men and
scatters the rebels in headlong rout.

Tbe cavalry battalion occupies tbo country
gained, aud protects tho forage trains sent oat
to gather up the supplies and haul them in.
This duty lasts until the morning of Jan. 3,
1861. The battalion is attacked by Jones's
Brigade of rebels, and after a stubborn, desper-
ate fight is compelled to surrender. The pris-
oners are taken by rail through a picturesqas
part of Virginia to Richmond, searched at Lib
by, and sent to different prisons. First week
of prison life. Interior and exterior scenes la
Richmond. Stoppage of exchange.

The first squad of prisoners leave Richmond
for Andersonville. Scones along tho route.
Arrival at the famous prison-pe- n.

Something as to southern Georgia. A sterile
land. Ingenious construction of shelters against
the weather. Gen. Winder and Capt. Wir
take charge of the Prison.

The month of March is passed in the pen,
with little shelter from the snow, rain, and
wind. Tbe prison fills up with additional
squads, including tho deserters from Castle
Lightning in Richmond, with whom the other
prisoners have much trouble. Mortality rap-
idly increases.

Crowd inside tho stockade constantly in-
creases. Arrival of prisoners and guns front
Oolustee. Killing of "Poll Parrot," Prisoner
plagued by vermin. Trading with guards.

The prisoners' minds are bent on exchange
or escape. Much time devoted to tunnel-dizgin- g.

Traitors are summarily punished.
The rainy month of June. The crowd ia-si- do

the prison rapidly increases, the ration
grow worse, aud the misery intensifies,

Terrible ravages of diseases of the digestive
organs. Appalling increase in the mortality;.
Some instances of deaths of tho writer's com-
rades.

Raiders grow unbearable. They attempt
the murder of Leroy L. Key, who forms a band
of Regulators.

CHAPTER f (continued?).

ASSAULT OF THE REGULATORS OS THB
BAXDEES A DESPSBATE BATTLE, RE-

SULTING IK 1HB OVERTHROW OF TH
RAIDEH9.

ATTACK OX SEEG'T
THE caused the greatest

To us of the Eegulatora
it showed that the Kaidera had

penetrated our designs, and were pre-
pared for them. To the great majority
of the prisoners it wa3 the first intima-
tion fhat such a thing was contem-
plated ; the news spread from squad to
squad with the greatest rapidity, and
soon everybody was discussing the
chances of the movement

For awhile men ceased their inter-
minable discussion of escape and ex-
change let those over-work- ed words
and themes have a rare spell of repose
and debated whether the Kaiders would
whip the Kegulators or the Regulators
conquer the Haiders. The reasons which,
I have previously enumerated induced
a general disbelief in the probability of
our success. The Raiders were in good
health, well fed, used to operating to-

gether, and had the confidence begotten
by a long series of successes. The Regu-
lators lacked in all these respects.

"Whether Key had originally fixed on
the next day for making the attack, or
whether this affair precipitated the crisis,
I know not, but later in the evening he
sent us all orders to be on our guard
all night, and ready for action the next
morning.

There was very little sleep anywhere
that night The rebels learned through
their spies that something uuusual wai
going on inside, and as their only
interpretation of anything unusual there
was a design upon the Stockade, they
strengthened the guards, took additional
precautions in every way, and spent the
hours in anxious auticipation.

"We, fearing that the Raiders might
attempt to frustrate the scheme by an
attack in overpowering force on Key's
squad, which would be accompanied by
the assassination of him and Limber
Jim, held ourselves in readiness to offer
any assistance that might be needed.

The Raiders, though confident of suc-

cess, were no less exercised. They threw
out pickets to all the approaches to their
headquarters, and provided otherwise
against surprise. They had smuggled
in some canteens of a cheap, vile whisky

made from sorghum and they grew
quite hilarious in their big tent over
their potations. Two songs had long-ag-

been accepted by us as peculiarly
the Raiders' own as someone in their
crowd sang them nearly every evening,
and we never heard them anywhere else.
The first began :

In Athol lived u man named Jerry Lanagan;
He battered nvay till he hadu'i-- pound.

His father he died, and iio made him a man agiat
Left him a farm of ten acres of ground.
The other related the exploits of an

Irish highwayman --named Brennan,
whose chief virtue was that
What he rob-be-d from the rich ho gave unto th

poor.

And this wns the villainous chorus in
which they all joined, and sang in such
a way as suggested highway robbery,
murder, mayhem, and arson :

Brennan on the moor!
Brennan on the moor I

Proud and undaunted atoodl
John Breuutm on the moor.'

They howled these two nearly thft


